Animal and animal product importation and the assessment of risk from bluetongue and other ruminant orbiviruses.
Agriculture is an important component in the national economy of the United Kingdom and incursion of exotic disease would have severe effects on the United Kingdom domestic economy, causing both direct and indirect losses. The literature on bluetongue and other ruminant orbiviruses is reviewed in order to assess the risk of importing animal and animal products from countries with endemic infection. The literature is confusing, contradictory and incomplete and so cannot be used as a basis for designing practical import regulations with any certainty of eliminating risk. Contemporary methods used to prevent accidental introduction of bluetongue virus to uninfected areas, namely serological and virus isolation techniques, are not infallible. The phenomena of fetal infection, semen transmission and low or absent serological response in some cases mean that great vigilance is necessary.